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u they avenge theen Liberiys they them- 
ſelves are the Servants of Corruption, 


HERE is in the Frame of Man a natural 
Deſire to gratify his Appetites, and to pur- 
ſue the Dictates of his Will. In this Free- 
8 * dom of Indulgence there is an Appearance 
of Happineſs, and we look with an evil Eye on what- 
ever would limit or reſtrain it. But this is altogether 
a Deception; ariſing from a partial Conſideration of the 
human Nature, and too precipitate a Concluſion con- 
eerning the Means of Happineſs, He that looks into 
' himſelf and examines his own Frame, will find, that 
beſides thoſe Defires which ' ſtimulate, and that Will 
which provokes him to Action, there is a Principle of 
Conſideration and Choice: a Faculty of Reaſon prefid- 
ing over the Mind; watching its Propenſities, judging 
of the Objects that ſolicit it, and determining whether 
tho TERS deſired be iu reality good or bad: and that 
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he who e to bis Defires, without cofaldug biz 
Reaſon, pays an undue Partiality to the Appearances 
of Happineſs, while he refuſes the ſupreme and govern- 


ing Principle of his Nature. What is there more evi- 


dent, than that every Thing is not good which is fo in 


Appearance? It is the Duty therefore and it is the 
Intereſt of every intelligent Being, to reſtrain the De. 


ſtres of the Mind; and to believe that Happineſs conſiſts 


not in, an unbounded Freedom of the Appetite, but in 


the juſt and moderate Reſtraints of it. But fatal Ex- 


perience ſhews us, that the ſtill, ſmall Voice of Reaſon 
is oyerborne by the Turbulence of Paffionz! and there⸗ 
fore in, aid of the former is ſuperadded, on one band; 


3 the * of Man, and, on the other, the Law of God. 


In diſcourſing upon the Words I ſhall conſider theſe 


two as the. juſt; and proper Reſtraints of human . 


dom. And firſt with regard to the Law of Man. 
Society, nat natural Liberty is, reſtrained by human ee 
1. 6. ee one's Fern of dana maligjouſly, and dos | in 


Liberty of promoting one's own. in Meter r 
the public Welfare is, totally free and, unconfined: ſo 
that civil Liberty conſiſts in the Obligation of all to 
promote the common Good; and is as much better 
than natural Liberty, as it is better to take away the 
Power of Evil, than to petmit and indulge it. The 
Liberty that has not ee to ſecure. the valuable 

3: A Rights 
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Rights of Men and to improve their Happineſs, is no 
Privilege to be deſired; it is nothing better than' the 
Fierceneſs of wild Beaſts, which common Security 
teaches us to ere and ſubdne. J e nee 


o as whats wre en therefore in Gerbe is not 
Liberty; but the true Idea of it is, the abandoning the 
Will and Power to de Evil, and an Obligation to con- 
tribute every one his own Endleavours for the publie 
Good.—Let us conſider more particularly, what it is 
that human Laws prohibit on the one hand, and to 
what Kind ef Behaviour they oblige us: on the other; 
and we ſhall ſoon perceive, that tlie Liberty they take 
away from us is only the Liberty of Hurt and Con- 
fuſion, the Liberty of doing Injury to another, or of 
abuſing ourſelves. — The univerſal Aim of human Laws 
is Peace and Safety :; the reſtraining the violent Paſs 
ſions of Men, and rendering the Condition of this Life 
as ſecure and eaſy as the Things around us will admit: 
Beyond this, I think, human Laws have no Tendency: 
Their Aim is not to exalt the Happineſs of Mankind 
to any rapturous Degree, or to fix us in a State of Ex- 
tacy and Joy: This, I fear, is beyond the Reach of 
Legiſlation here; and the Lawgivers of the World: will 
deſerve our higheſt: Applauſe, if in any good Degree 
they defend us from Injury and Wrong. The moſt 
perfect Legiſlation is that which brings about the Ends 
0 . oft 
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164 1 
of Society with the feweſt Checks on the natural Lis 
berty of Mankind: And it is imperfect in two oppoſite 


Regards; either when the Reftraints are too great or 


too little for the Ends propoſed to be obtained. Laws 


coercive in the Extreme look towards Slavery; and the 


more relaxed Syſtem gives too great Scope to the Vio- 


lence of human Paſſions: but where ſhall we mark the _ 
indiviſible Line that is the preciſe Boundary of perfect 


Legiſlation? This is not to be locked for in the King- 
doms of the World; we may aim at what is perfect, 


but we muſt be content with leſs; and thoſe Viſiona- 


Ties that regard it muſt wait for it in the Millennium of 
a very diſtant Period. Human Laws then are intended 
to opetate as an adequate Reſtraint upon human Paſ- 


ſions; that the jirregular Will of one Man may not 


exert itſelf to the Prejudice of another; that the Great 
and the Little, the Strong and the Weak, may make 
the ſame Appeal, and derive Juſtice and Judgment 
from the promulgated Voice of their Country.— To 

give Precepts for the Conduct of Life, is the Bufineſs 


of Philoſophy: to touch the Conſcience, and inſpire 


the Fear of an inviſible Being, is the Province of Reli- 


gion: but to mark the Overt Act of Violence, and to 
puniſh the malicious Extravagance of unſociable Men, 


is the Aim of Legiſlation; and a noble Aim it is, | fince 
it antends nothing leſs than the Preſervation ef the 
Whole; the Tens" down the injurious Paſſions of 

Men, 


. 
Men, and giving free Scope to the Exerciſe of every 
ſocĩal Virtue. But how is this contrary to any true 
Idea of Freedom ? or how is natural Liberty hurt and 


offended by it? He that ſhould object to the Principle 
and Operation of equal Laws muſt diſclaim human 


Society: He mad ſeek for the Liberty be wants/in 
„Woods and Foreſts; he muſt indulge: it in the un- 


gon and the Owl are the ſultable Companions of his 


Lie, and he muſt exchange'the elegant City and his 


Dwelling among Men for Dent and Caves of the Earth. 


Nor are there wanting ſpeculative Philoſ@phers; |'who 


have minutely enquired into hie Subject, and venttired 
to maintain the ſtrange Paradog, That the/ſavage Life; 


with all it's Wants and. Incleganoes, ſtript of every 


Ornament, and void of every Diſtinction of Man above 


the brute Creatures, is rather to be choſen than the 
Bands and Fetters of civil Society, They who embrace 


this Opinion . may aſſociate wich Wolves and Tygers ; . 


and for the fake of [natural Liberty adopt the original 
Law of the Foreſt, which is to live and die like a Beaſt, 
unheeded and unconnected with any human Creature: 


But where the Paſſion for Liberty is more moderate, 


it will be eaſily reconciled with the Condition of civil 


Society; and will abate of its natural Wildneſs, to ad- 


mit the wholeſome and comely Reſtraints of culdirates 
Life, :Þ grant, indeed, that civil Society degenerate 
5 8 | | and 
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| Provoked, his wild Rage may en itſelf in ſhocking 
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and corr upted is the moſt unhappy. State of Mankind: 
Solitude with Security is better than the Aſſociations 
of Ruffians; whoſe Policy is but the Art of ingeniouſly 
preying upon one another; and with whom every Re- 


finement is but another Step to Inſidiouſneſs and Rapa- 


city. It were better to feed upon Acorns, and the 


ſpontaneous Preduce of the Groves, than to riot in 


the popylous City among elegant Fools and Parxicides. 
Happy for our own Country were it freed from 


ſuch Peſts as theſe; and were the Boſom of our ancient 


Mother uninfeſted with Vipers of her own ercating : 
Happy, if to the Fertility of her Soil, and the.gentle 
Temperature of her Climate, ſhe could boaſt the filial 
Piety and Obedience of her Children. But Great. 


Britain teems with Monſtets, un natural and relu Rant 


under the ee bees wen moſt indulgent Pa- 
r ele PSY 2 8 9 91014 9:3 
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5 "grins WR 6 1 i fora d its Principles, 
nd departing from the End! of its Inſtitution, :is-ofiall 
human Evils the greateſt; not to be exceeded, hardly 
to be equalled, by the moſt uncivilized and ſavage 
Combinations. This is ſo univerſally true, that there 
is no Notable Evil under the Sun but muſt be feferred 
to the Corruption of civil Life. The untutored Savage 
may practiſe Cruelty in a few Inſtances; attempted; and 


Bar- 


-& 9 


Barbarity ; ; he may cut the Throgts of a; defenceleſs 
Family, or tear off the Scalps of a few unfortunate 


contingent Adyerſaries: but how diminutive is this 


Fury, when compared with the Rage and Malice of 
Civil States ? how little. to. be regarded when placed 
beſide the murdering Spirit and deſolating Humour of 
the exaſperated Citizen? 80 evident it is that a civi- 
lized people degenerate, inattentive to Religion, and 
diſobedient to the Laws of Man; are more miſchieyous 
and intolerable than the Herds of Savages; I had al- 
moſt Aid, than the Dens and Caves of the fierceſt and 
moſt intractable brute Creatures: 5 


; There in &: * Pallibe "0 K.. Purpoſe in the Jewiſh 
Scriptures, deſcriptive -of the People. of the Amorites; 
and conveying no diſadyantageous, Notion of their uu- 
poliſhed Manners. When the Jeu were about to 
take Poſſeſſion of their Country,, they are cautioned: by 

Moſes not to extirpate the People all at once, for this 


remarkable Reaſon, leſt the Beaſts of the Field: ſhould 5 


increaſe upon them. This, I fay, we may well under- 
ſtand as a Repreſentation very favourable to that Peo- 
ple, and in ſome ſort deſcriptive. of their native and 
uncivilized State: It is a favourable Repreſentation, as 
it ſhews them to be tamer Creatures, and more eligible 
with regard to Vicinity, than the wild Beaſts of the 
Field; which © is more than can be faid of any Nation 
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upon Earth, chat is at once both civil and corrupt. 
Look among the moſt poliſhed Nations, and ſee what 
is effected by Civility joined with Corruption, and we 
ſhalt only find the greater Perfidy and Diſſolution; all 
the Powers of Wit and Underſtanding joined to carry 
Wickednefs to it's utmoſt Height. Simple Nature may 
be corrupted, but it is improved Senſe and poliſhed 
Manners that admit of ſuperlative Depravity. Nations 
of Savages have ſubfiſted from Time Ttrmemorial ; 
there is no hiſtorical Era of their Riſe; nor any Ac- 
count of their Diſſolution; their irregular State has no 


political Diſtempers ; no dire Pifeaſe is engendered in 


the Conſtitution, to bring it to it's laſt and deſtined 
Period. But in the Conſtruction of civil States it is 
far otherwiſe ; they are none of them formed for Im- 
mortality; they have been found to rife and fall, to at- 


_ tain to a certain Maturity, and to verge into a decrepid 


old Age; and at laſt to periſh without any Memorial 
but a Name; or it may be ſome RY Pillar or 
_ 44 an 


What * been ſaid apo this Head may be thus 
concluded: The Law of every Society muſt be con- 
ſidered as a certain fixt Point, to which the Will of 
every Individual has a Convergency; and where this is 


firialy obſerved, in ſuch a Society there is but one 


Will, declaring and expreffing itſelf in the cuſtomary 
x | ** N In- 


E © 


Inſtitutions or written Laws of that Country. Con- 


formity. to this general Will is evidently the. Duty of 
every one breathing the Air of the Climate, and de- 
riving Safety and Protection from the aſſociated Com- 


bination. It is not enough for an Individual, or any 
Number of Individuals, to ſay, I am diſſatisfied with 
this, I cannot yield my Conſent to that: For if this 
were permitted, no Society could ſubſiſt. Where is 
there a Province, a Village, or a Family, united in 
the ſame Judgment? Private Views and-Intereſts muſt 
give way to the governing Principle, or Society is diſ- 
ſolved; it is no longer one Will, operating to the Good 
of all; but an irregular Divergency; clouding and ob- 
ſtructing the general Syſtem, and bringing on a Diſs 
ſolution of all its Faculties and Powers. While they 
promiſe them Liberty, Oy themſelves: are the Servants 
of . Corruption. 


| Hwing thus: at large. convelond me Laws as 
friendly to Liberty and the Happineſs of Mankind, I 


am now to conſider Religion as operating to the ſame 


good Effe&s.—By Religion, I mean. a due Fear and 


Reverence of the Supreme Being; exciting Mankind 
to ſuch Acts and Habits of Virtue as tend to the Hap» 


pineſs both of focial and private Life: and by this De- 
| finition I ſecure to myſelf the Argument beyond Con- 
troverhy; ; for whatever it 18 that pretends to be Religion, 
wa with- 
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without this Tendency, is not Religion, but it's Coun+ 


terfeit ; ſomething that aſſumes it's exterior Garb and 
Appearance, and has for its Foundation either Knavery 


or Folly: Does it fill the Minds of Men with undue | 


Apprehenſions, and croud the Imagination with whim- 
fical and groundleſs Conceit? it is the Folly of Super- 
ſtition: Does it inflame the Paſſions and ſtir up to 


a devout Extravagance? it is the Error of Enthuſiaſm 


Does it palliate or excuſe the Vices of Mankind; does 


It commute for Polly and Wickedneſs, does it give 


Indulgences to Sin? This is not Religion, it is Im- 


piety and Fraud. Religion is ever friendly to Men, 


whether aſſociated or alone; whether gathered together 


in the crowded City, or in Retirement and Solitude; | 


whether buſied in the Affairs of the World, or ab- 
ſtracted from it: It ſheds it's kindeſt Influence upon 


all; it gives a Luſtre to the Honourable and the 
Wealthy, to Kings and Counſellors of the Earth, and 


ſecures to them that Veneration and Eſteem which 


their high Place and Integrity deſerve. The Charities 


of Religion are to the poor Man Bread and Clothing ; 

to the Afflicted, Comfort; to the Citizen, Liberty Jl 
F reedom ; to the Priſoners, Joy and Aſſurance, that 
Mercy will go hand-in-hand with Judgment, and that 
Pity and a Remembrance of human Frailty will ac- 


company all its Determinations. Civil Society is the | 


ben 8 of Liberty, Religion i is the PerfeCtion of it: 
* The 


| . 
The former is che Wiſdom of: Man exerting iel iq. 
the Government of human Paſſfions; the latter is the 


Wiſdotn of God, legible in the Book of Nature; arifing 


out of the Frame and Conſtitution of Man, and his 


Relation to all the Beings that ſurround him: what 


is defective in the Code of civil Society is perfected in 


the Law of God. The Law of Man was deviſed againſt 
fagrani and 6pen Wickednefs: It is made, ſays St. Paul 


to Timothy, not for a Tighteous Man, but for the Law- 


leſs and Diſobedient, for the Ungodly and for Sinners, 


for Unholy and Profane, for Murderers of Fathers and 


Murderers of Mothers, for Manſlayers, for Whore- 


mongers, for them that defile themſelves” with Man- 


kind, for Men-Stealers, for Liars, for perjured Per- 
fons, and if-there be any other Thing that is contrary _ 


to ſound Doctrine. Theſe open Violations” of Peace 
and Order are the Objects of the Law of Man: But 
the Law of God is more penetrating and pervading; it 
affects the Conſciences of Men, and reaches the 
Thoughts and Intentions of the Heart; and the em- 


boldened Sinner, who ſhelters himſelf in the Darkneſs | 
of the Night, ſhudders at the Apprehenſion of Him 


with whom there is no Darkneſs at all, Take away the 
Influence of the Law: of God, and in how many In- 
ſtances may the profligate Offender bid Defiance to the 
Laws of Man? How n wicked may he be 

| | with- 
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without tranſgteſſiing any one Law of his Country? 
He may, practiſe Ingratitude, Lying, Evil-ſpeaking 

revealing. of Secrets,. falſe Judgment, wrong Adviſing, 
III- will to one's Country, Diſobedience to Parents, 


Unkindneſs to Friends, Uncharitableneſs, Envy, Breach 


of Promiſe, Profuſion, Luxury, Partiality, Hypocriſy; 
and beſides theſe Immoralities, every Crime that may 


be ſecretly committed. Then with how juſt Reaſon 


do we eſteem and reverence the divine Law, which is 
ſo friendly to civil Society, and ſo perfectiye of the in- 
curable Deficiencies of the Laws 9 Man? which eſta- 
bliſhes Liberty on its beſt Foundat n, and preſents, it 
in its pureſt, Fo, orm, without Gloſſing or Corruption? 


I am enüible 3 Fla reſpectable an xl 
I have the Honour to ſtand; and how ill it would be- 
come me in my private Capacity to ſpeak of Juſtice 
and Judgment and Mercy, Topics ſo well underſtood 
and ſo religiouſly attended to in the Place of Judgment. 
—Calumny itſelf has not dared to open its Mouth, or 
throw. out a Word No. the in 

Nor bete the Grand Jaty of this County nend I 
PR ee in common-place Terms, of Rectitude and 
Honour and Integrity in the Buſineſs of their Depart- 
ment. From long Experience I foreſce they will do 

1 what 


1 3 1 


b what they have ever Abby nend bye nw 0 
Motives, inſpired by native Virtue, eonſeious of their 
own Worth and Eſteem, as Men of diftinguiſhed Place 
and Property in their Country, they will exett them 
ſelves uſefully in it's Service; he the ſtedfaſt Friends of 
Religion and Virtue, and Foes only to Vice and Immora- 
lity: They will help them to Right that ſoles Wag, 
and TO the Evil- Doer. 


Under PO 5 1 of Juſtice ſo adminiſtered, 
It is a Felicity to exiſt: but there is a Fatality in human 
Things; and it is not given us to enjoy all that is before 
us: To know one's own Happineſs is the moſt difficult 
Science of all: In the Midſt of every Blefling that 
Society can beſtow, we are querulous and reluctant ; 
have a Pleaſure in miſtaking our Advantages, and call 
Things by falſe Names. In ſhort, Folly and Madneſs | 
were never at ſuch a Crifis: But yet we know not the 
Conſequences of Things: Out of the Folly of this 
People may ſpring up a better Syſtem; the Children 
of the next Generation may be wiſer than their Fathers, 
and profit by our miſerable Example to eſteem good 
Government and Order, to diſtinguiſh Liberty from 
Corruption, and, in the Words of the Apoſtle, to be 
ſubje& to Principalities and Powers, to obey Magiſ- 

trates,. and to be ready to _—y good Work. And 


5 1 happy 
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